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LETTERS PAGE 
 
Les Watling 
Les passed away on 19th October aged 73.  He was well known in the motorbike 
fraternity and in this village. He also enjoyed  fishing and visits to Snetterton race 
track. 
His funeral took place in Bawdeswell Church on 11th November.  A crowd of 250 
family and friends turned out to see him on his way and his coffin was carried to the 
church in a motorcycle hearse with an escort of many of his biker friends.  The service 
was conducted by the Revd Tom Candeland and afterwards Les was buried in 
Bawdeswell cemetery.   Carl Bean 
 

Phil Hague 
We wish to send our heartfelt thanks for all the messages of sympathy to our family in 
our time of sorrow, when I lost my dear husband Phil, and his children and 
grandchildren lost a greatly loved father and grandfather. 
The tributes to Phil and words of comfort to us at this time have brought us some 
peace in our hour of sadness.      Betty Hague & family 
 
Platinum Farm Stables Fund Raising Sale 
Jean, Ron and all at the stables wish to again extend their grateful thanks for another 
hugely successful day. To all the contributors, cake makers, tea ladies and those that 
set up and ran the tables, THANK YOU ALL. The sale raised £630 for which we and 
the horses and ponies are very grateful. We wish also to thank the folks who 
generously donated £120 from the Foxley Village Hall coffee morning. 
 
Musings on Adam 
Spare a thought for Adam, the first man, he has been dispossessed of his Pit!  Adam’s 
Pit in Bawdeswell has a new Notice Board;  smart and informative, but without that all 
important apostrophe that shows possession.  The pit looks fantastic, a lot of hard 
work has been undertaken by the Parish Council and some of the local men to clear it 
out and tidy it up, and the rest of the village can only be grateful to them, but poor 
Adam has been sidelined.  
Once the pit was one of the landmarks of Park Farm, and it was named for Adam.  He 
also shared the naming of a meadow with Eve, but how many of us know that?  
Paradise Lane takes us to Adam’s Pit and the Gospel Hall and its cottages are just 
across the way but Adam’s possession of the Pit is gone with the absence of that one 
little punctuation mark.  Eve has been lost, we know there was trouble with his sons, 
and now the pit doesn’t properly show his association.  It is up to all of us to remember 
the history.     
Marietta  Menzies 
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Coffee mornings  
Wednesday 14th December 2011 
Wednesday 18th January 2012 
Wednesday 15th February 
Wednesday 21st March 
 
Everybody welcome, Bawdeswell and Foxley – do come along for 
a cuppa, bite to eat and a chat. 
 
 

Looking for a babysitter? 
My name is Paige Roberts and I will be 14 in January.                                           

I live in Bawdeswell and I help out at Seekers. 
I am available evenings and weekends and charge £2.50 an hour.                

References available.  Please contact me on 688876 or 07878138860   
Thank you! 
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Saturday 10 th December  

10am - 4pm.  
 

	
���������	������� 	
Sunday 11 th December 

4pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pre orders for Wreaths & Flower Decorations  
can be made with Sue Lilwall 

 01362 688240  
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Christmas Fair & Wreath Sale SATURDAY 10th December 

 
Pre-Order your Christmas Wreath or Flower Arrangement  to save waiting on the day. 
 

Wreaths 
Memorial:     Door:   
£5…. £10….£15….     £5…. £10….£15….                 
 
Flower arrangement   
Round :   Oblong: 
 £5…. £10….£15….    £5…. £10….£15….                 
              
Special Requests ….please ask. 
 
All Enquiries to: 
Susan Lilwall – Tel: 01362 688240 

 
 

BECK W. I. 
 
Our Annual Meeting was on Monday 14th November.    After welcoming everyone, 
Aleathia ‘gave the floor’ to Anne Cormie, one of our very own members, who had 
agreed to give us a demonstration of working with stained glass. 
This has been Anne’s favourite hobby for the last four years and her enthusiasm was 
clear to see as she showed us samples of beautifully coloured glass.    She talked us 
through the various necessary stages, from the manufacture of the finished product, 
cutting, grinding, colouring, binding rough edges and joining with solder.   After 
watching Anne cutting plain glass (straight and curved edges) we all tried our luck 
doing just that!   Fascinating.    A lovely enjoyable talk – many thanks Anne. 
 
After our tea/coffee break, Alethia thanked the committee and all WI members who 
had helped in any way during the year.  She then handed out copies of the satisfactory 
Financial Statement and Christine read the Minutes of last month and also the Annual 
Report.Voting showed that members were very happy with the work of the existing 
members and wished them to continue.  This they agreed to do.  The committee 
therefore is: Alethia as President.  Members – Carol, Christine, Jennifer and Margaret, 
with the welcome addition of Chris Woor. 
The exhibition of a piece of jewellery was won by Ruth and Jean won the  
raffle. 
No meeting in December but we all look forward to being together again  
at our Christmas Dinner on Monday 12th December. 
Mary Humphrey 
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PHILLIP HAGUE 
1928 - 2011 

 
It was with sadness and shock that we received the news of the unexpected death of 
Philip Hague.  Phil passed away at his home in Bawdeswell during the evening of 
Thursday, 3rd November. 
 
Phil and his wife Betty moved to Bawdeswell six years’ ago.  Very quickly they 
became active members of village life, and were much liked by everyone who met 
them. 
 
It can be said that Phil was always there to help, but seldom, if ever, asked for help 
himself.  He never put himself forward, but quietly got on with the many tasks and 
interests which he undertook.  Beneath that self-effacing exterior however, Phil had a 
quirky and amusing sense of humour. 
 
As a retired chartered structural engineer, Phil gave the village the benefit of his 
expertise and experience in helping to develop the current plans for the proposed new 
village hall.  It is no exaggeration to say that without Phil’s invaluable support and 
guidance, the proposals for the new hall would be nowhere near where they are today.  
The drawings and plans which we have are a testimony to his efforts. 
 
Painting in water colours was one of Phil’s pastimes, and reference to any of his 
pictures will confirm his considerable artistic ability.  Anyone who has acquired one of 
his paintings, and there are many in the village, will be able to continue enjoying his 
work in the years to come. 
 
Phil, a kind, thoughtful, and utterly selfless man, will be missed by all those who had 
the good fortune to know him. 
 
Our condolences go to Betty and all her family. 
 
JM 
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Book now for Spring 2012 

Beginners Computer Course  

Designed to give people who have very little, or no computer 
knowledge, tuition and practice to enable them to confidently 
operate a computer to a basic level.  

We are now taking bookings for our 10 week course which starts 
in the Spring 2012.  

For further information call 01362 850130 or 01362 695388.�����
����	 ���������	
������
�
�����������
�������������� �
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To advertise in  

The Reeve’s Tale 
Email: 

magazine@bawdeswell.net 
 

or Tel: 01362 688268 
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Bawdeswell  
Activities Group  
 

Table Tennis – fun evenings  -  NOW EVERY MONDAY 
We now play table tennis every Monday evening, singles and 

doubles.   It is great fun.  If anyone is interested, do come along and join us.   
Entrance fee is £2 adult and £1 under 16  to cover the cost of hiring the hall.  
Anyone under 16 must be accompanied by an adult.  For more information 
please contact Janet on (01362) 688749. 
 

Bawdeswell Events  
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D A V I S   E G G   S A  L E S 
MOOR FARM, FOXLEY, DEREHAM, NORFOLK, NR20 4QN 
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Pre-packs  -  Keyes Trays 

Shrink wrapped  -  Free Range 
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B B BUILDING SERVICES 
*  All General House Repairs  * 

?�����������������?����2�����������?���
���9������� ��?���
��������������?������9����������?�
?���!�� "�3�1�����$��"���?������'��������?���=������ 
�'�����3�
�'�� ��������?�

��������?����2�������=��������"���?������������3�.�' ��$��"���?����������$��"����?�
All Insurance Work Undertaken 

*   Fully Insured   *   Free No Obligation Quote   * 
For an outstanding service at a realistic price cal l Brian 

01362 688531 or 07901 805595 

B B LANDSCAPING 
��?�.�������?��.�9�����?��=������$������?��!�� "�$�� "��?�����'���?��!�� "�$��9���?�����9������?�
��?��.������?��=������?��1�� �����?���� �����9��5��� ���"��?��
������!�����?��=��9���!�������?�
��?@�����;���������
��4��?��+�����3�
����.��������� ?��+�����3�
������������3�������� ���?�

��?=������������� ���?�����������3�.�'��$��"��?��,�� ���������$��"��?�
��?��
������������#��������������?�

*   Fully Insured   *   Free No Obligation Quote   * 
For an outstanding service at a realistic price cal l Brian 

01362 688531 or 07901 805595 
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BOOKCLUB   

The Book Club meets in the Workhouse Bar on the first Thursday 
of every month at the new time of 8pm.  We mostly obtain books 
from the Library so there is not the expense of buying new books each month.  We are 
reading Freedom by Jonathon Franzen for discussion at our meeting on 1st December, 
and we will be reading Hare with Amber Eyes by Edmund de Waal for discussion at our 
meeting on 5th January 2012.  New members are always welcome.  Enquiries: Marietta 
Menzies 01362 688 400. 

The Children’s Book,  by A S Byatt    This is a complex and many layered this book; 
it concentrates on the Wellwood family and their friends who live an apparently idyllic 
Bohemian existence. The book is about the relationships between these people and 
others but it is just as much about the age they live in from 1895 to 1919, with 
historical events intertwined in the story. The main characters are influenced by the 
morals and manners of the age they live in. The background is lush and decadent as 
the Victorian age gives way to the Edwardian era and eventually to the Great War.    
The book opens with Philip Warren hiding in the store rooms of the South Kensington 
Museum (now the V&A). He is brought before Prosper Cain and Olive Wellwood, a 
"successful authoress of magical tales". Although not revealed until later in the book 
Olive’s background is not that dissimilar to Philip’s and she helps him to join the 
successful potter Benedict Fludd and his eccentric family. The story revolves around 
the Wellwoods and their cousins, the Fludds and the family of Prosper Cain.  The 
relationships between the characters are convoluted and nothing is as it first appears. 
With few exceptions the older men in the book are often rather unpleasant and the 
women self-absorbed, but the characters become more likeable and the pace of the 
story quickens when it moves onto the younger generation in the second part of the 
book.  

Members of the Book Club had quite mixed reactions to it: some loved the wonderful 
descriptions – others felt that they slowed down the pace of the story and detracted 
from its effectiveness. Some found the first part of the book a little slow and with lots 
of characters it took a little while to get into the story however others really enjoyed it. 
Although I initially found the book difficult with so many children and families, don’t 
be put off by that it soon becomes easy to work out who is who and follow the twists 
and turns of the story.  Without doubt The Children’s Book has one of the most 
beautiful book covers of recent times: can you judge this book by it’s cover? I loved it 
and hope that you will too. 

LMR  
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NORFOLK COUNTRY MAIDS 
Domestic Cleaning and Ironing Services 

 

For all your household chores 
Various packages available 

All cleaners fully insured 
Whatever your requirements 

Weekly, Monthly or one-off cleans 
 

We can help! 
Check out our website: www.norfolkcountrymaids.co.uk 

or call  07880 605 180 
 

philip jacobs 
 

Oil Fired Boiler Servicing, Repair & Breakdowns 
 

Friendly reliable local service 
 

01362 688398 
Mobile 07887 902815 

NiC                                                                                  C & G EM 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

����������������� ��!��� 				
				

All Types of Fencing/Gates & Landscaping 
 

Public Liability Insured. Call for Free Estimates & Friendly Advice 

TEL: 01362 683774  MOB: 07733216578 
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Red Hot Cinders 
 
Those of you who were at the Harvest Supper, and there were a lot of you there, were 
(hopefully) entertained by the one night only existence of The Bawdy Players’ and 
their presentation of the above short send up of Cinderella.  Although this production 
lasted for just under half an hour, it took our group of ten about 9 weeks to prepare.  It 
has to be said that they were all press ganged into their parts;  no auditions were held 
and everyone was sworn to secrecy. We knew the only way we could make an 
amusing impact was by the advantage of surprise!   Luckily Betty Hague had the script 
and had performed the piece before and she willingly directed the rest of the motley 
crew who had never even considered “amdram” as an activity.  It was a lot of fun for 
us but something of a worry for Betty who never once had a full cast to work with at a 
rehearsal.  Betty scoured Charity Shops for costumes, knitted mice and rats and built a 
coach.  We did have lots of laughter throughout and of course dear Phil (the Herald) 
shared the fun with the rest of us thespians, which is so good for all us to have as a 
memory of him. 
There is some interest in “amdram” in the village and if there is anyone who would 
like to be involved please let me know, on 01362 688 400.  
Marietta  Menzies 
 
I would like to say a very big Thank-You to the Cast of Red Hot Cinders, to David 
Cockburn for the sound & lighting and to Paige and Morgan Roberts for their help at 
rehearsals. 
My special thanks must go to Marietta Menzies, whose idea it was, initially, to put on 
the Mini-Panto at the Harvest Supper, after reading an old script I loaned her from my 
Theatrical past. She also did an excellent job in her casting of the show, which was 
well received by a very supportive audience. 
When the new hall is built, complete with stage, I'm sure it will be an excellent drama 
venue to reveal the many talents we have amongst the young people of the village. 
Thanks to all concerned. 
Betty Hague 
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Christmas is always a busy time for everyone.  To make sure 
you don’t miss out on any of the events and services that are 
on in the Benefice we have compiled a list for you. 
 
 

 
Events 
10th December Wreath and craft sale in Bawdeswell Church 10am -4pm 
11th December Christmas concert with the Iceni choir at Bawdeswell Church   
  Tickets £7.50 from James  Lilwall on 01362 688499 
 
Carol services 
11th December  Benefice Carols 10.30am at Sparham Church  
18th December 10.30am at Elsing Church 
  10.30am at Bawdeswell  Church + nativity with the Seekers 
  3pm  at Bylaugh Church 
  4.30pm at Foxley Church 
  6.30pm at Lyng Church 
 
Christmas Eve 
  4pm Crib service at Lyng Church 
  9pm First Mass of Christmas at Bawdeswell Church 
  11pm Holy communion at Elsing Church 
 
Christmas Day 
  9am Holy Communion at Bylaugh Church 
  10.30 Holy Communion at Foxley Church 
  10.30 Holy Communion at Lyng Church 
  10.30 GiG Family Service at Bawdeswell Church 
  10.30 Holy Communion at Sparham Church 
 
3���+����������������������	���	������
�	� ����$�	� ���"�%���������������

��4����������"��������"�1�"���������������
�	��������"��	������� ���5���6����

 
This page is instead of the usual  Benefice Christmas Card and a donation of £100 has 
been sent in its place to Crisis at Christmas.     SMT 
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Benefice Christmas News and 
Events 
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Quality Range of Gifts & Accessories
Hand waxed Furniture

Old Style Tea Shop
Reepham Station

01603  871187
Traffic Free Cycle Hire

Open Every Day
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From the Rector 
 
Dear Everybody, hello again. 
 
Whatever our beliefs, Christmas is traditionally a time when we pray for peace.  We 
have the story of a little baby who is defenceless, and of the hope for the future that 
people see in him. 
 
But Christmas can get very busy. I like the story (by Nicholas Allan) of the grumpy 
inn-keeper; he’s woken up by a couple who needed to sleep in his barn, and then keeps 
on being woken up through the night, as more and more people arrive; angels, 
shepherds, wise men; and he gets ever grumpier. (Of course, his mood changes when 
he sees the baby).  
 
Preparing for Christmas can feel like that.  I like writing Christmas cards rather than 
sending them by email, because it reminds me of all my friends much better, but all of 
a sudden I’ve got hundreds of people in my head.  Charity appeals remind me of all the 
needs in the world.  Catalogues present me with a thousand different products, many 
of them made all round the world.  And for someone like me who finds decisions hard 
to make, gift ideas keep on circling in my head. 
 
It may be busy, but I can hope for peace. And it is true, there will be some people for 
whom a Christmas that isn’t busy won’t feel peaceful at all.  It can be a time of sorrow.  
But I do hope that for those of you for whom this is the case, thinking of, or praying 
for, the needs of the world will help.  Whether other people know it or not, you are 
adding your goodwill wishes, and it is strengthening both you and the world. 
 
This last year has been a very difficult time for a lot of people, and from all that we 
can see, next year is going to have problems as well.  But next year we can look 
forward to the Olympics and the Jubilee, which offer us times to celebrate what people 
and communities can do.  I hope it will be a time when, whatever our national or 
political beliefs, we can look at ways in which peace can flourish, both globally and 
locally. 
 
God bless you this Christmas      David Head            
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