A DAY OF GRIEF
D HEROISM

Al

Memories

Disaster

o Aragon:

TRANSPORT AND ESCORT GO
" DOWN TOGETHER

T many pecple—and eerfainly to
hundreds of men scatbered all over the
world, as well a& to 250 womsn who
gerved as nurses during tha war—the
spming of the sid of the year brings
memories of a tragic day fourieen years
agn now, when the irshipors Aragon
and her eseort, H.M.S." Atiack, went
down from a German torpedo on
Sunday morning, December 30, 1817,

Tha aneident at the times “un-
parzlieled in the annals of waT, caased
a bremendous semsation both ab home
and throughout the Eash. _

Aragon wag perhaps the besbinown
ehip on war duiy in the Maditerrahean.

She was headguarters ship at Mudros :
' Gallipeli campaign, snd}

during ihe ;
Lord Kitchener had visited the General
Seaf thers on several occasions

Adter the svacuation of tha par_-i:l:lat_ﬂa. ghe
was employed on: fransport - duty, and
casried many thoueends of froovs to znd
from the Hastern thestres of war. -

4 fine ship of over B00C fonms, gha was
epocially designed Bj-the Roysl Mail Steam
vasket Company to seeure their prestize oo
the South American rowte in fass of Genman
pompatiting. ) :

2000 Troops pmbarked

Barly in Deeembsr, 1817, .the Aragon em-
harked over BO0 troops of all ganksand
erlap 850 nursing eisters =t Barseilles,  She
lay in harbour for 11 deys before =slting

¢ ok, wod when she did so a flerce gale, which |’

lasiad shree days, wad raging. -Bhe -wes
accompiried by the transpork Kile, and the
foimt esoort momeistéd of three desiroyerz—
two Japaness a nd cne Britieh. |

Christmase Thay . wes spent in a Mallees
harbour, the Admvalty having issned .an
ordsr thad, =s far &8 prossible, all ships wers
to be in safety om thit oiys

Too Late for the ¢, 7arbpur
DR £ e sldpd cavived l.'.-if'_n'*‘-\- - A
the evening of the Bi-h, when the Nile un
the Jepaness destroyers proceded furiber
Bash 5
The Aragon and herescort, H.M.B2 _.'g.tl-m:kN
were doe late ts enter ihe. harbom: that
evening,” and orufsed around” antil the
channel aghould be swept for them pext
maorning. o
After breakfush all was galety and exoife
ment aboard, The. shore and palm treas
eould e seen, dnd. the approaching mwine§
eveapers heralded a safe and early Tanding.)y
At this point the element of mystery’
ereepe:into this Sonday morning epie,

< A Host of Rumours .

The writer, howeyer, does not' give aredence
to ihe smaging storiss of d{reachery and
eples whish were rife for many manthe
afterwirds. The Faois ns e Wimessed:them |
€2 not-Jend thamselves woany folsste tale
of myekery, ;

Ao aprnedane R T adsnala ~F

BN ST R A TR |

e
[niﬁaent type of British sailor, geve the nrdl
like = trumpet-call, from the ‘bridge)
* Lgunch . the boste ;' women first1™ Hoi 5
man gtirred gave the navigating crews.

The lifeboats were in the water in & trics,
and every woman of thag 250 was eafaly
trateferred lo a minsawesper.

invisible oheir, the whala sampany sang

" Kesp the Home Fires Burnins®

Tha Attack came rushing alongside to the
rescue, and hundreds of men clambered am
board to apparent eafety. .

The -Aragon was now hesling over, and
Laptain Bateman gzave hie fina]l ordar,
“ Ewary man_for himself* :
He - dived’ everboaid and was nob sesn
sitin—a great hevo, where heroism had be-
tome almest commonnlaea. )

and the =ea was ztrewn

‘struggling men. :

The women were wonderfol beyond words,
Ag injored abd dying wers transferred from
the lifebosis te fhe mineeweapars, ihe
Zhetars rendered fivst-aid; and thre thaeir gar-
ments Lo improvies: bandages.

: A Second Disaster i
A navyman on the bridge of the Aftack

when- & second forpedes hit tha dssiroyer
rmidships, “amd e Twenl down in
dwinkling: af an “aye.
The Mavyman persisted In signalling
with hls"flags aftér he Tound himself In
the water! . i

survivors, of whom there ware Dearly 2000.

‘waber, and ihe laet trawlsr headed for har

feintly respond.

During the lzunching, &s if led by an .

At 11.20 tive Aragon taok her final plunse, |
with a mass of |:

was slgnglling orders o the mineswdeper, :

et

The sailors morked feverishly picking up
4% 5.30 there was not a Jiving ‘man:in the -
bour, whare the srews ofihe ships Hring|.

there manned the riggings and gave o roms- i1
ing cbeer, to whith the trosps conld onlyl:

The Missiog

centfle. Marine who met death on  thal

in the Bgyptian Expeditidnary Fores. Thers
wels " Yeomen from  Dorset and Focfer,
Oxford,” and Glasgdbw: Bnglshmen, Trish
men, Seotsmen, Welshmen, New Seslandsrs |
a.u::l Aunstrallang, sngineers, gigpnallars,
infaniry, artillery, B.AM.C : -

The story of the Aregon will, undoubtedly
remain for all dime an auistanding example
of Britlsh herolsm and disbipline el B
pazsed In the annale of our history. i
b

Tha frad. sompamr. @ D0 sl g &

{ | oen of the British Wavy, drmy, and Mer-|
k

memorable Bunday morning 18 years ggo in- |,
eluded repressmbatives of almoss avery unit |
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- A Hostof Rumours
The ‘writer, however, does not give'credence
to the u.mn.siug stories of ireachéry’ and
epies whish wers rifa 'Iar Toany . monthe

sfterwgrds, The frsit ug wi’!ﬂaaseed themn |
£ notJend thameclvzs nm it I.ILML-B 1-1:!
~f mystazy,

“Answering phe ﬂlg'uai& oi B mh:ra:sweapur,
ATagon: entam:l fhie ¥ channsl,” only to be
nrt!e:reni aeh by furicus signalling from’ Ehe

tm:];. -

" You have no right to take arders from

a frawler. Fellow me!l" was the message

from tha Commander of the escorting

deatroyer. :
/The "Aragon turped round into - the
ungwept ssa  immediaiely, while Atiack
eirclad -pound her at full epead.

Amazing Calm

A few minwhes later, at exactly 11 a.m.,
thers was & te.rrﬁ.c Impact.. Ko need to
sound the alazm, Aragom had been tar-
pedoed bahing the enginse-room, and a hatah
blew up em the after welldeck, whinh was
crowded. l

Digeigline was superb, and though the 'slip
was even thenm Jnown to be doomed the
parade-to appointad boat siafions wae gnies
and arderly.

4 pursing gister who had bean visiting the
. eugma room rushed up to fod the eom-
paniop-way to the apper deck Bloeked wikh
enldiara,.

Eomaone said, ¥ Maks voem for a .'.u‘re.r b
and she-was heisted bodily to the prumnaﬂa
deelz. Zha could only amila her * Thanks.”

Nurses® (reat Work o

KO0z in charge of platoons fool +h’

rl-eall guiekiy, Captain Bateman, o r 4,
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